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Grammar Lesson 2: Verbs 

2.1     Definition 
 
Verbs are a part of speech whose function is to communicate 1) action, 2) occurrence, or 3) a state of being. 
 
2.2     Conjugation 
 
In English, we take the base form of a verb and change it to add some more information about what the verb is 
doing; this is called conjugation. 
 
We conjugate verbs across a few different dimensions. The first is person, or the role of the subject performing the 
verb: 
 

 Singular Plural 
1st Person I cook we cook 
2nd Person you cook you (all) cook 
3rd Person he/she/it cooks they cook 

 
 
 
 
Practice conjugating the following verbs: 
 

 to linger   to writhe 
 Singular Plural   Singular Plural 
1st Person I  we   1st Person I  we  
2nd Person you  you (all)   2nd Person you  you (all)  
3rd Person he/she/it  they   3rd Person he/she/it  they  

 
2.2.1     Tense 
 
We also conjugate verbs across time. The grammatical term for the time in which a verb take place is tense. In 
English, we have three tenses: past tense, present tense, and future tense. To conjugate a verb in the future tense, you 
simply put the word “will” in front of the base present tense form. To conjugate a verb in the past tense, you often 
just add a “d” or an “ed” to the end of the base present tense form (we will talk about the exceptions shortly). 
 
Practice conjugating the following verbs: 

 
 to rebuke (past)   to wallow (future) 
 Singular Plural   Singular Plural 
1st Person I  we   1st Person I  we  
2nd Person you  you (all)   2nd Person you  you (all)  
3rd Person he/she/it  they   3rd Person he/she/it  they  

 
  2.2.1.1     Consistency of Tense 
 

An error type that appears frequently on standardized tests is inconsistent verb tense; be certain that the 
different verb forms make logical sense. 
 
example: After Odysseus plunders the Cyclops’s cave, Poseidon thwarted his journey home. 

Notice that the only time the verb changes is in the 3rd person singular, when you 
add an “s” to the end. This is usually the case, with some exceptions for spelling 
(adding “ies” for a verb that ends in “y” or “es” for a verb that ends in “o”). 

These two different verb tenses make the narrative time of the sentence confusing. 
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2.2.2     Irregular Verbs 
 
Some verbs, however, do not follow the rule about adding “d” or “ed” in the 
past tense; verbs that change their base form when conjugated in the past tense 
are called irregular verbs. Look at the following example: 
 

 to strive (past) 
 Singular Plural 
1st Person I strove we strove 
2nd Person you strove you (all) strove 
3rd Person he/she/it strove they strove 

 
 
2.2.3     Subject-Verb Agreement 
 
We call matching the correct form of a verb to the noun or pronoun performing that verb subject-verb agreement. 
The following sentences probably “sound” wrong to you: 
 

 You writes an essay about the Greek gods and goddesses. 
 She study mythology in school. 

 
The reason why those sentences hit your ear in a way that sounds off is because the subject and the verb are not in 
agreement. Look at the sentences below and correct the ones that have errors in subject-verb agreement: 
 
1. On the latest episode of my favorite soap opera, the rich woman keen with grief when she hears that her husband is 

dead, but it’s all a show because she is the one who killed him. 
2. “Before you yokes the horse to the plow, best you search the sky for tornados,” the old farmer told me wisely. 
3. Janine’s parents always lavishes her with praise because they want to encourage her to do the right thing and make good 

choices. 
4. I strives to do my best on my grammar and vocabulary quiz by studying! 
5. Even though I scrubbed the shirt with bleach and washed it twice, the stain still linger. 

 
2.2.3.1     Collective Nouns and Subject-Verb Agreement 
 
When you have a collective noun – a single unit made up of multiple parts – should you use the singular or plural 
form of the verb? 
 
The rule is that if all of the pieces of the group are acting together, you should use the singular form, while if they 
are each acting independently, you should use the plural form. 
 
In practice, American English usually uses the singular form for collective nouns, while British English often uses 
the plural form. So in the United States, you would most likely hear: 
 

The government wants to fortify national security. 
 
But in British English, you might hear: 
 

The government want to fortify national security. 
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2.2.3.2     Compound Subjects and Subject-Verb Agreement 
 

If the subject of a sentence is made up of two or more singular subjects joined with the word “and,” the plural 
form of the verb is used. Consider the following example: 
 
Odysseus and his crew plunder the cave of the Cyclops. 
 
(If the subject were only “Odysseus,” the correct form of the verb would be “plunders.” And if the subject 
were only “the crew,” the correct form of the verb would still be “plunders” because “crew” is a collective 
noun acting together. But because we join those two different things with the word “and,” it is a compound 
subject that needs the plural form of the verb.) 
 

 2.2.4     Aspect 
  

The tense of a verb tells us when something took place – in the past, present, or future. But there is an 
additional dimension that we use when conjugating verbs called aspect that indicates how time is passing. 
Consider the differences between these three sentences: 
 

simple: You craft strong sentences using your knowledge of grammar. 
continuous/progressive: You are crafting strong sentences using your knowledge of grammar. 
perfect: You have crafted strong sentences using your knowledge of grammar. 

 
All of these sentences are in the present tense – that is, they are happening now. But the way that they are 
happening varies. 
 

 In the simple aspect, no additional information about how the verb is taking place is given. 
 In the continuous/progressive aspect (which will always end in “ing”), the verb is taking 

place right now, at this moment, and is still on-going. 
 In the perfect aspect (which will always have a form of the helping verb “to have” in front of 

the main verb), the verb has been accomplished and is finished. 
 

Look at the chart below to see how tense and aspect work together to create unique verb forms: 
 

 past present future 
simple I relented I relent I will relent 
continuous/progressive I was relenting I am relenting I will be relenting 
perfect I had relented I have relented I will have relented 

 
Look at the sentences below and decide if the subjects are 1) in first-, second-, or third-person, 2) singular or 
plural and if the verb forms are 3) past, present, or future and 4) simple, continuous/progressive, or perfect. 
 
1. The lotus fruits enticed some of the men from Odysseus’s crew. 

 
The subject is _______________-person singular/plural. 
The verb is in _______________ tense and _______________ aspect. 

 
2. The pigs were wallowing in the mud outside of Circe’s palace. 

 
The subject is _______________-person singular/plural. 
The verb is in _______________ tense and _______________ aspect. 
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3. The oracle predicts that Odysseus will enthrall Calypso so much that she will not allow him to leave. 
  

The subject is _______________-person singular/plural. 
The verb is in _______________ tense and _______________ aspect. 

 
4. I was writhing in pain when I read the description of how the Cyclops ate the men in his cave. 

 
The subject is _______________-person singular/plural. 
The verb is in _______________ tense and _______________ aspect. 

 
5. The suitors are exploiting Penelope’s hospitality by overstaying their welcome at the palace. 

 
The subject is _______________-person singular/plural. 
The verb is in _______________ tense and _______________ aspect. 

 
6. The suitors’ bad behavior appalled the gods, who allowed Odysseus to slaughter them as punishment. 

 
The subject is _______________-person singular/plural. 
The verb is in _______________ tense and _______________ aspect. 

 
7. Athena has lavished Telemachus with attention and guidance in an effort to help him become strong. 

 
The subject is _______________-person singular/plural. 
The verb is in _______________ tense and _______________ aspect. 

 
8. The suitors plotted to kill Telemachus because the young prince had rebuked them for their poor manners. 

 
The subject is _______________-person singular/plural. 
The verb is in _______________ tense and _______________ aspect. 

 
9. Odysseus will have lingered for ten years on the seas before he makes it home to Ithaca. 

 
The subject is _______________-person singular/plural. 
The verb is in _______________ tense and _______________ aspect. 

 
10. After Telemachus has thwarted the suitors’ plans to murder him, they become enraged. 

 
The subject is _______________-person singular/plural. 
The verb is in _______________ tense and _______________ aspect. 

 
2. 3     Helping/Auxiliary Verbs 
 

A helping or auxiliary verb is one that is added on to a main verb to help shape its meaning. For example, 
in the continuous/progressive aspect, there will always be an auxiliary verb that is a form of “to be,” and in 
the perfect form, there will always be an auxiliary verb that is a form of “to have.” 

  
  We are learning about verbs.  We have learned about nouns. 
 
 
 
  
 

“are” is a 
helping verb 

“learning” is the 
main verb 

together, these two verbs make up 
the continuous progressive aspect 

“have” is a 
helping verb 

“learned” is the 
main verb 

together, these two verbs 
make up the perfect aspect 
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Some common helping verbs include forms of to be, to have, to do, can, could, may, might, must, should, 
shall, will, and would. 
 
Put a circle around all of the helping/auxiliary verbs and a square around all of the main verbs in the 
sentences below: 
 
1. The priestess must polish the brazen urns in the temple every night. 
2. A cunning person could trick others into giving up their money. 
3. The weary traveler peered into the hut and saw that a pot of stew was simmering on the hearth. 
4. Matthew was indignant after his brother had accused him of cheating at Monopoly. 
5. A shrewd investor might be able to make millions of dollars by playing the stock market. 
6. The cat could detect the opening of a can from across the house because of her keen sense of hearing. 
7. You should strive to improve your scores on your weekly quizzes. 
8. A hero must cross a threshold (either literal or metaphorical) for an adventure to begin. 
9. Even though the boy wore the clothes of a beggar, in fact he did descend from a royal lineage. 
10. Everyone should feel mellow after a week-long vacation to a Caribbean island. 
11. A farmer whose lands are barren should use fertilizer to provide crops with nutrients. 
12. The prophet said that the village would experience a bounty of good fortune in the spring. 
13. If you poke a lion, you might discover what the inside of its maw looks like. 
14. You cannot entice Henrietta with chocolate because she does not have a sweet tooth. 
15. The plane changed course after the pilot had pulled on the yoke to prevent a collision. 
16. The pain in your leg should ebb after you take this medication. 
17. The spy knew that he must appear suave to convince the woman to tell him her secrets. 
18. You should remain a steadfast friend to those who have also been loyal to you. 
19. You might make a grave mistake if you choose to drink and drive. 
20. Even though Caitlin pretended that she had no interest in the book, its title (101 Uses for Slugs) did intrigue her. 

 

 
 
2.3.1     The Emphatic Form 

 
The emphatic form of a verb, as you might imagine, emphasizes that verb and is created with the use of the 
auxiliary/helping verb “to do.” Consider the difference between these two sentences: 
 

1. The king controls a vast army. 
2. The king does control a vast army. 

 
Come up with a list of reasons why you might choose to use the emphatic form. 
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2.4      Linking Verbs 
 
Linking verbs connect a subject to more information about itself (as opposed to verbs that show an action). For 
example: 
 
 Penelope is just as cunning as Odysseus. 
 
 
 
 
Some common linking verbs include: all forms of to be, become, seem, appear, look, feel, taste, smell, sound, turn, 
act, get. Look at the verbs in the sentences below and determine if they are linking verbs or action verbs: 
 

1. Arachne’s insolent attitude offended Athena.  linking verb/action verb 
2. Arachne wove a tapestry with her deft fingers. 
3. Athena felt indignant after she saw that Arachne’s weaving made fun of the gods. 
4. Hestia was the goddess of the home and hearth. 
5. Hestia shrouded her face with a veil to preserve her maiden modesty. 
6. Hestia would be appalled by some of the other gods’ behavior. 
7. Greek women who were barren might pray to Hera, the goddess of childbirth. 
8. Hera felt anguished because of her husband Zeus’s many affairs with mortal women. 
9. Zeus became enthralled with princess named Leda. 
10. Zeus enticed Leda by turning himself into a swan, and nine months later, Leda gave birth to an egg. 

 
 
Some verbs can be used as both linking verbs and action verbs. Examine the pairs of sentences below and determine 
whether the verb is being used as a linking verb or an action verb.  
 

1. Odysseus looks up at the sky to navigate using the stars. 
2. When Odysseus washes up on the shores of Scheria, he looks awful. 

 
1. Odysseus felt the handle of his sword in the darkness inside of the Trojan Horse. 
2. Odysseus felt relieved after the war was over and he could return home to Ithaca. 

 
1. The roasting meat smells delicious to the starving crew. 
2. The men smell the roasting meat from outside of Circe’s palace. 

 
1. Odysseus’s men tasted the wine that the witch-goddess Circe offered them. 
2. The wine tasted strange because Circe had poisoned it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

subject linking 
verb 

more information about a quality that 
the subject possesses 

*Notice how the linking 
verb – “is” – does not 

perform an action. 



 
20 

2.5 “to be” 
 
 All forms of “to be” count as verbs (either helping verbs or linking verbs). 
 

 present simple   present continuous   present perfect 
 singular plural   singular plural   singular plural 
1st person I am we are  1st person I am being we are being  1st person I have been we have been 
2nd person you are you (all) are  2nd person you are being you (all) are being  2nd person you have been you (all) have been 
3rd person he/she/it is they are  3rd person he/she/it is being they are being  3rd person he/she/it has been they have been 

 
 past simple   past continuous   past perfect 
 singular plural   singular plural   singular plural 
1st person I was we were  1st person I was being we were being  1st person I had been we had been 
2nd person you were you (all) were  2nd person you were being you (all) were being  2nd person you had been you (all) had been 
3rd person he/she/it was they were  3rd person he/she/it was being they were being  3rd person he/she/it had been they had been 

  
 future simple   future continuous   future perfect 
 singular plural   singular plural   singular plural 
1st person I will be we will be  1st person I will be being we will be being  1st person I will have been we will have been 
2nd person you will be you (all) 

will be 
 2nd person you will be being you (all) will be 

being 
 2nd person you will have been you (all) will have 

been 
3rd person he/she/it 

will bee 
they will be  3rd person he/she/it will be 

being 
they will be being  3rd person he/she/it will have 

been 
they will have been 

 
 
Circle the verbs in the sentences below and label each as either a helping verb, a linking verb, or an action verb. 
 
1. Ares, the god of war, loves Aphrodite even though she is Hephaestus’s wife. 

2. Persephone becomes Queen of the Dead after Hades tricks her into eating six pomegranate seeds. 

3. Hestia is tending to the fire on Mount Olympus because she is goddess of the hearth. 

4. Helios will drive his fiery chariot across the sky every day. 

5. The gods would appear terrifying and beautiful to any mortals who might see them. 

6. Zeus can smash cities with his lightning bolts when he becomes angry. 

7. Atlas must hold the world on his shoulders. 

8. Ambrosia, the food of the gods, must taste amazing. 

9. The gods sometimes disguise themselves so that they look like beggars and test people’s hospitality. 

10. Hera becomes enraged when she learns about Zeus’s infidelities. 

11. The gods think that people should give them offerings and sacrifices. 

12. Hermes can travel over long distances when he wears his magic sandals. 

13. The seas could turn violent and deadly when Poseidon gets angry. 

14. Artemis has hunted in the moonlight. 

15. Although Hades kidnapped Persephone, he did allow her to return to earth for six months of the year. 

  


