
"You Can't Always Get What You Want" (1969) 

 

 I saw her today at the reception 

 A glass of wine in her hand 

 I knew she would meet her connection 

 At her feet was a footloose man 

 No, you can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 But if you try sometime you find 

 You get what you need 

 I saw her today at the reception 

 A glass of wine in her hand 

 I knew she was gonna meet her connection 

 At her feet was a footloose man 

 You can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 But if you try sometimes well you might find 

 You get what you need 

 And I went down to the demonstration 

 To get my fair share of abuse 

 Singing, "We're gonna vent our frustration 

 If we don't we're gonna blow a 50-amp fuse" 

 You can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 But if you try sometimes well you just might find 

 You get what you need 

 I went down to the Chelsea drugstore 

 To get your prescription filled 

 I was standing in line with Mr. Jimmy 

 And man, did he look pretty ill 

 We decided that we would have a soda 

 My favorite flavor, cherry red 

 I sung my song to Mr. Jimmy 

 Yeah, and he said one word to me, and that was "dead" 

 I said to him 

 You can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 But if you try sometimes you just might find 

 You get what you need 

 You get what you need--yeah, oh baby 

 I saw her today at the reception 

 In her glass was a bleeding man 

 She was practiced at the art of deception 

 Well I could tell by her blood-stained hands 

 You can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 But if you try sometimes you just might find 

 You just might find 

 You get what you need 

 You can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 You can't always get what you want 

 But if you try sometimes you just might find 

 You just might find 

 You get what you need 

"(I Can't Get No) Satisfaction" (1965) 

 

 I can't get no satisfaction 

 I can't get no satisfaction 

 'Cause I try and I try and I try and I try 

 I can't get no, I can't get no 

 When I'm drivin' in my car 

 And that man comes on the radio 

 And he's tellin' me more and more 

 About some useless information 

 Supposed to fire my imagination 

 I can't get no, oh no no no 

 Hey hey hey, that's what I say 

 I can't get no satisfaction 

 I can't get no satisfaction 

 'Cause I try and I try and I try and I try 

 I can't get no, I can't get no 

 When I'm watchin' my TV 

 And that man comes on to tell me 

 How white my shirts can be 

 But he can't be a man 'cause he doesn't smoke 

 The same cigarettes as me 

 I can't get no, oh no no no 

 Hey hey hey, that's what I say 

 I can't get no satisfaction 

 I can't get no girl reaction 

 Cause I try and I try and I try and I try 

 I can't get no, I can't get no 

 When I'm ridin' round the world 

 And I'm doin' this and I'm signing that 

 And I'm tryin' to make some girl 

 Who tells me baby better come back later next week 

 Cause you see I'm on losing streak 

 I can't get no, oh no no no 

 Hey hey hey, that's what I say 

 I can't get no, I can't get no 

 I can't get no satisfaction 

 No satisfaction, no satisfaction, no satisfaction  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things to Look for While Analyzing 
These Songs (Hint, Hint) 

 symbolism 

 irony 

 repetition 

 juxtaposition 

 anecdote 

 theme 



Name:       Date:     Period: 

Rolling Stones Song Comparison SAR 

How do the Rolling Stones criticize the idea of instant gratification in their songs? 

(Write an outline in the space below before composing your response. You must have 

two pieces of text evidence from each song – so, four pieces of evidence in total.) 

 

 


