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In Cold Blood 
Writing Apprenticeship Assignment #3 – Collage 

 

One of the most remarkable elements of In Cold Blood is the way that it represents such a 

complex set of issues and incidents. The reader develops an understanding of the Clutters, the 

community, and the killers and their families through Capote’s treatment of multiple 

perspectives. 

 

Assignment: Create a digital collage using Microsoft Word reflecting the complexity of the death 

penalty in criminal justice and the Clutter murder case. Your assignment must… 

 include four quotes related to the crime and the murderers from the text of In 

Cold Blood: two that suggest that the death penalty is a fitting punishment, and 

two that cast doubt on the judge’s sentence. 

 include two quotes from the ABC-CLIO capital punishment database (instructions 

for how to use the database will follow): one that suggests that the death penalty 

can be a fitting punishment, and one that casts doubt on its justice. 

 three abstract terms that you believe capture the major issues (for example, 

“justice,” or “crime”) 

 four pictures from the Clutter murder case 

(http://www.gcpolice.org/History/Clutter/Pictures_for_Clutters.htm and 

http://www.crimearchives.net/1959_clutter/html/images.html and 

http://www2.ljworld.com/photos/galleries/2005/apr/03/in_cold_blood_a_legacy_i

n_photos/) 

 two pictures otherwise related to the death penalty (see Google Images and the 

ABC-CLIO database) 

 Additionally, your project must include a separate Artist’s Statement of 250 to 400 

words, explaining how you created your collage and what you were trying to 

express. 

 

Step-by-Step Instructions: 

1. Find two quotes from In Cold Blood that support the idea that the death penalty was a 

just punishment for Dick and Perry: 

a.        

 

 

Page # 

b.   

    

 

         Page # 

2. Find two quotes from In Cold Blood that support the idea that the death penalty was not 

a just punishment for Dick and Perry: 

a.        

http://www.gcpolice.org/History/Clutter/Pictures_for_Clutters.htm
http://www.crimearchives.net/1959_clutter/html/images.html
http://www2.ljworld.com/photos/galleries/2005/apr/03/in_cold_blood_a_legacy_in_photos/
http://www2.ljworld.com/photos/galleries/2005/apr/03/in_cold_blood_a_legacy_in_photos/
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3. Go to http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/93089 and click “ABC-CLIO.” 

ID: Houstonisd 

Password: Astros 

4. Under “Database Links,” click “Issues.” On the left menu bar under “Other Issues,” click 

“See more issues.” Scroll down and choose “Capital Punishment.” Read the “Overview” and 

“Current View & Outlook” articles. Browse through the other sections and find some 

articles that interest you. 

5. Find one quote from ABC-CLIO that support the idea that the death penalty is justified: 

a.        

 

 

Citation: 

 

 

6. Find one quote from ABC-CLIO that support the idea that the death penalty is not 

justified: 

a.        

 

 

Citation: 

 

 

 

7. Set up a folder on your desktop to save your pictures. (Right-click on your screen, select 

“New,” then “Folder.” When the folder pops up, click on the name once to be able to 

rename it.) Browse through the sites listed above to find at least four pictures relating to 

the Clutter murder crimes. Try to find two that capture the humanity of the victims, and 

two that capture the humanity of the criminals. 

8. Either using the ABC-CLIO database or Google Images, find at least two pictures that 

relate to the death penalty beyond the Clutter case. Keep track of the citations for these 

pictures. 

9. Open a Microsoft Word blank document. Here are some skills you might want to learn in 

creating your collage: 

a. Adjusting the margins and the orientation – Click the “Page Layout” tab, then 

choose “Margins” to make the spaces on the edge of the paper larger or smaller. 

Click “Orientation” to switch the layout from portrait to landscape. 

b. Including pictures – Click the “Insert” tab, the click “Pictures,” and choose the 

picture from the file that you have saved. To move the picture around, right-click 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/93089
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on it and choose “Wrap Text,” the “Behind Text.” Drag the picture where you want 

it. To resize, left-click on the picture once, and white dots will appear on the 

corners. Press the shift key, then click and corner and drag it until it’s the size you 

want. You can also make some more sophisticated changes by right-clicking and 

choosing “Format Picture.” 

c. Inserting text – Click the “Insert” tab, then click the arrow under “Text Box.” 

Click “Draw Textbox,” then drag the text box to whatever size you want. Type your 

text in the box. To get rid of the outline, click once on the box, and a pink 

“Format” tab will appear on the top menu bar. Click “Shape Outline,” and click 

“No Outline.” Click “Shape Fill,” and click “No Fill” to get rid of the white 

background. 

10. Make sure to be intentional about how you design your collage – don’t just slap things 

together without thinking about the larger composition. Remember, you need to include 

with your collage an Artist’s Statement explaining what you intend the viewer to learn 

from your piece. The structure of your Artist’s Statement should be as follows: 

a. Introductory sentence – why the viewer should be interested in what you are 

discussing 

b. Thesis – the point of your work 

c. Specific element of your collage 

d. Discussion/explanation 

e. Specific element of your collage 

f. Discussion/explanation 

g. Specific element of your collage 

h. Discussion/explanation 

i. Concluding sentence 


